
 

 

 

Call for Papers  

International Conference 

‘The Standing and Understanding of Scholars in Society:  
Arab and European Experiences’ 

Organised by the  
Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) 

Tunis, Tunisia, 5 – 7 December 2025 

This conference brings together scholars from various academic disciplines (social sciences, 
humanities, natural sciences, technical sciences, etc.) who are interested in understanding the 
societal role of academic scholars in the Arab world and in Europe. The conference follows two 
main aims: One key aim is to create a better understanding of the chances and challenges of 
academics ‘going public’ – be it through their contributions to media discourses, policy 
counselling, the conduct of blogs or other forms of science communication. The second key 
objective is to reflect on the involvement of stakeholders from society in research projects – the 
challenges of participatory and transdisciplinary research for and with society. The ultimate goal 
is the publication of a peer-reviewed special issue and/or edited volume with an internationally 
renowned publisher. 

This conference is an initiation of a transnational dialogue on the standing and understanding of 
scholars in public life and societal challenges. On the one hand, academics are increasingly 
present in public debates and TV studies – be it on questions of global politics, climate change, 
regional wars or conflicts, forced migration, world trade, or the recent COVID-19 pandemic. Yet, 
on the other hand, our current “era of polycrisis” (Winkler / Jotzo 2023) seems to become a 
challenge for academic activities in all their various manifestations. Concerns about the global 
rise of authoritarianism and the seeming change of world orders have fuelled interest in social, 
political and economic expertise, including international law, democratic resilience and peace, 
and conflict studies.  

The scholarly impact on society is, thus, a question of global relevance, not least since academics 
have come under increasing criticism by populist politicians and their supporters in a number of 
countries. Both in the Arab countries and Europe, scholars often report considerable obstacles 
due to insufficient financial research resources, restricted access to knowledge production, 
limited academic freedom, and a lack of prestige and status – these impressions and experiences, 
however, differ significantly across geographical contexts and disciplinary backgrounds. Against 
this backdrop, we would like to question whether the progressing neo-liberalisation of academia 
with its increasing focus on ‘financial returns on research’ causes hardships for fundamental 
research without immediate fiscal reward. 

In general, discussions during this conference shall oscillate around the question how various 
institutions and social groups, such as governments, parliaments, political parties, trade unions,  
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religious communities, media and civil society organisations search for, and react to, academic 
input. Equally, we invite discussions on how institutions of higher education and research are 
prepared and open for taking on a decidedly societal function and role in discussions of public 
interest in and beyond their academic work. This focus may be enriched by analyses that study 
the influence of social media and the impact of virtual post-truth echo chambers which rise as 
alternative sources of knowledge for a growing number of people. 

The specific added value of the conference will be the comparative and multi-/interdisciplinary 
perspective on debates around scholars in society. The mutual perspectives on the various forms 
of their nexuses can help, for instance, in understanding how academic expertise and political 
decision-making can enter a fruitful alliance. Different contributors will problematise various 
sub-aspects of the public engagement of researchers, both in Europe and the Arab world. 

Contributors may focus on one or several of the following topics (not an exclusive list):  

Topic I | “Scholarship, Truths and Ethics”  
Doing research in the post-truth era: reflections and critique; Trust and “truth” in academia: 
Conducting trusted research in times of “fake news”, “post-truth societies”, and artificial 
intelligence; Do no harm, procedural and methodological ethics, narrative ethics. 
 
Topic II | “Education for and with Society”  
The role and types of education in times of crisis and conflict. 
 
Topic III | “Rethinking Academic Freedom”  
How do external interferences affect academic scholarship, and how could academic freedom be 
defended/ensured? 
 
Topic IV | “Data and Research Processes” 
Research in the age of artificial intelligence: conserving knowledge, protecting data, research 
agendas; types of inquiry. 
 
Topic V | “Scholarship Transfer into Society”  
Collaborating with (civil) societies/culture and transferring academic knowledge to society: 
Including the role and practices of science communication/academic journalism as well as that 
of academic work in museums/documentation centers. 
 
Topic VI | “Collaborating with Industry, Businesses and other Stakeholders” 
Transferring academic knowledge to businesses and industry. 
 
Topic VII | “Finance” 
Contract research as a solution in times of funding shortage? Experiences and perspectives from 
different academic disciplines.  
 
Topic VIII | “Scholars’ Safety” 
Health and safety concerns of academics working under extreme conditions, both regarding their 
physical as well as mental well-being. 

Interested participants are invited to submit an abstract of their intended paper in English (max. 
300 words) to the organisers and AGYA alumni Dr. Luise Fischer, University of Leipzig, and Dr. 
Jan Claudius Völkel, University of Ottawa, until 22 July 2025 to scholars-in-society@agya.info.  
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All abstracts will be evaluated by a scientific committee consisting of researchers with various 
academic backgrounds. The results of the selection process will be communicated by 15 August 
2025. A virtual pre-meeting with all selected participants will be held on Tuesday, 24 September 
2025, and participants are expected to submit elaborated draft papers of their planned 
contributions (of approx. 5,000 words) to the organisers until Sunday, 16 November 2025. The 
conference will take place from 5 December, 17h00, to 7 December 2025, 19h00, with local 
partners in Tunis. Travel expenses and full-board accommodation during the conference for 
accepted participants will be covered by AGYA.  

Two months after the conference, by Tuesday, 10 February 2026, all participants are expected to 
submit their final papers (of approx. 8,000 words) to the organisers for further preparation of the 
planned special issue / edited volume. 

Important Dates: 
22 July 2025: Submission of abstracts (max. 300 words)  
15 August 2025: Notification of accepted participants 
24 September 2025: Virtual pre-meeting (half-day) 
16 November 2025: Submission of draft papers (ca. 5,000 words) 
5 – 7 December 2025: Conference in Tunis, Tunisia 
10 February 2026: Submission of final papers (ca. 8,000 words) 

 
About the Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA): 
The Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) is based at the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) and at the Academy of Scientific 
Research and Technology (ASRT) in Egypt. It was established in 2013 as the first bilateral young 
academy worldwide. AGYA promotes research cooperation among outstanding early-career 
researchers (3-10 years post-PhD) from all disciplines who are affiliated with a research 
institution in Germany or in any Arab country. The academy effectively supports the 
interdisciplinary projects and transdisciplinary initiatives of its members in various fields of 
scientific research, science policy and education. AGYA is funded by the German Federal Ministry 
of Research, Technology and Space (BMFTR) and various Arab and German cooperation partners.  
 
More information: www.agya.info    


