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 Call for Papers 

International Conference 

 ‘Housing Development in Metropolitan Cities: Analysis, Comparison, Debate’  

19 – 20 December 2024 in Berlin, Germany 

 

The objective of this international conference is to analyse and compare housing in metropolitan 

cities around the globe  with a focus on Arab countries and Germany  from an interdisciplinary 
perspective. The aim is (i) to analyse the architectural and urban characteristics of traditional, 
modern and contemporary residential spaces, (ii) to compare their distinctive features, and (iii) to 
reflect on their spatial organisation, design, and appearance in different urban contexts.  

The topic of the conference is not limited to a special kind of architectural style. Instead, the 
contributions should aim to emphasize different approaches to face the challenges of 
contemporary housing projects and pay special attention to affordability, flexibility, and 
adaptability to people’s culture and needs. 

In metropolitan cities, public facilities and infrastructure development are of particular importance 
to both social and economic stability. The residential areas were built progressively within their 
reach, following a general plan, in order to create a coherent assemblage of various districts, of 
different types of architecture, and dwellings around an attractive and modern centre. 

However, today, with urbanisation, it seems difficult to escape a repetitive architecture, due to 
prefabrication processes used by property developers all around the world. The ideology of 
globalisation suggests that sooner or later, it will be impossible to escape from a uniform way of 
life, where certain common needs are met, and cities follow similar patterns of construction. What 
effects will this have on urban lives? 

For present and future generations and the long-term liveability of a metropolis, best practices are 
needed in order to improve social, economic, and environmental conditions. Moreover, greater 
efforts must be made in increasing inhabitants’ participation into all stages of the development 
process. The conference will give emphasis to local architecture, urban planning, and socio-cultural 
aspirations in the contexts of various metropolises.  

Contributors may focus on one or several of the following themes (non-exclusive list):  

1. Traditional Housing in Metropolitan Cities 

 Traditional houses and modern requirements 

 Traditional buildings and energy efficiency 

 Traditional urban networks and urban spaces specificities  



 
2. Residential Design in Metropolitan Cities 

 Housing and standardisation 

 Housing and design quality  

 Architectural typology and cultural identity 
 
3. Residential Projects in Metropolitan Cities 

 Housing and affordability  

 Housing and local participation  

 Housing and inhabitants’ satisfaction 

 

4. Residential Facades in Metropolitan Cities 

 Architectural transformation and gentrification 

 International style and energy efficiency 

 Urban landscape and built environment   
  

Interested participants are invited to submit an abstract in English (max. 250 words) to the 
organiser and AGYA member Dr. Lilia Makhloufi, Ecole Polytechnique d’Architecture et 
d’Urbanisme (EPAU) in Algiers, Algeria, until 20 September 2024 to: l.makhloufi@epau-
alger.edu.dz  

A scientific committee consisting of AGYA members and further experts with various academic 
backgrounds will evaluate all abstracts and articles.  

Important Dates:  
20 September 2024: Submission of abstracts (max. 250 words) 
23 September 2024: Notification of accepted abstracts 
22 October 2024: Submission of articles (max. 6000 words) 
31 October 2024: Notification of accepted participants  
19-20 December 2024: International conference in Berlin, Germany 
 
This conference is organized within the framework of an AGYA research project by Dr. Lilia 
Makhloufi, Ecole Polytechnique d’Architecture et d’Urbanisme (EPAU) in Algiers, Algeria, and Dr. 
Claire Bullen, University of Tübingen, Germany. The travel and accommodation costs will be 
covered by AGYA for the selected participants. Funding is still subject to approval. 

 

Chair of the Scientific Committee  

Dr. Lilia Makhloufi, AGYA member, Ecole Polytechnique d’Architecture et d’Urbanisme (EPAU), 
Algiers, Algeria 

Members of the Scientific Committee  

Prof. Khalid El Harrouni, Ecole Nationale d’Architecture (ENA), Rabat, Morocco 

Prof. Assia Lamzah, Ecole Nationale d’Architecture (ENA), Rabat, Morocco 
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Dr. Mohamed Amer, Roma Tre University, Italy 

Dr. Carmen Antuña-Rozado, Senior scientist, VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland, Helsinki, 
Finland 

Dr. Claire Bullen, AGYA member, University of Tübingen, Tübingen, Germany 

Dr. Athar Chabchoub, Ecole Nationale d’Architecture et d’Urbanisme de Tunis (ENAU), Tunisia 

Dr. Houda Driss, Ecole Nationale d’Architecture et d’Urbanisme de Tunis, (ENAU), Tunisia 

Dr. Honey Fadaie, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Roudehen Branch, 
Islamic Azad University (RIAU), Roudehen, Tehran, Iran 

Dr. Imane Fayyad, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (EPHE) in Paris, France 

Dr. Lemya Kacha, Institute of Architecture and Urbanism, University of Batna-1, Algeria 

Dr. Aliye Fatma Mataracı, Al Akhawayn University, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Ifrane, Morocco  

Dr. Nibal Muhesen, Department of Tourism Management at the Faculty of Tourism at the 
University of Tartous, Syria, and researcher at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark 

Dr. Maiss Razem, Al Hussein Technical University in Amman, Jordan 

Ms. Sura AlHalalsheh, Heritage conservation manager and senior architect at TURATH for studies 
and Design, Jordan 

Ms. Maryam Mirzaeii, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Roudehen 
Branch, Islamic Azad University (RIAU), Roudehen, Tehran, Iran 

 
About the Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA): 
The Arab-German Young Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) is based at the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW) in Germany and at the Academy of 
Scientific Research and Technology (ASRT) in Egypt. It was established in 2013 as the first bilateral 
young academy worldwide. AGYA promotes research cooperation among outstanding early-career 
researchers from all disciplines who are affiliated with a research institution in Germany or any 
Arab country. The academy supports the innovative research projects and collaborative initiatives 
of its members in various fields of research as well as in science policy and education. AGYA is 
funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and various Arab and 
German cooperation partners. 

http://www.agya.info/
https://www.facebook.com/AGYA.Academy
https://twitter.com/AGYA_Academy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/arab-german-young-academy-of-sciences-and-humanities/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ArabGermanYoungAcademyofSciencesandHumanities

